






Why 
Participation?

✔Trust

✔Equity

✔Responsiveness

✔Resilience

✔Mattering: people feel valued 

and see their input leads to 

change.
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Guiding Framework for Governance
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Institutionalizing Social Participation
Lessons from Brazil’s SUS

● Legal frameworks matter. 
Without laws and regulations that formalize participation, citizen 
engagement risks being irregular and dependent on political will.

● Permanent structures are essential. 
Health councils and conferences need to be regular, resourced, and 
connected to decision-making cycles.

● Capacity building sustains participation. 
Training and information are necessary so that civil society 
representatives can effectively engage in complex health debates.








